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Silesian Voivodeship 
Marshal’s message

In Silesia, we dreamt of the day such as 6 August 2022 for 
years. The entire Polish athletics and sports community has 
been dreaming about it. It is for events such as this one that 
the Silesian Stadium, known as the ‚Witches’ Cauldron’, was 
built many years ago. The name was given to it a long time 
ago by football fans. In the 65 years of its existence, the stands 
of the stadium have seen it all: spectacular victories, tears of 
joy, great records, goals, moves and moments that changed 
the history of Polish sports forever. 

We are now awaiting another historic event, which will go 
down in the annals of Polish sports history. The Cauldron will 
be boiling hot, filled with the positive sporting excitement 
during the Diamond League event. The name we dreamt of 
has become reality. It had come true - we are host to the 
most prestigious circuit ever created in athletics. It happened 
thanks to the determination and persistence that Silesia is fa-
mous for. 

We have been working towards this goal since the Silesia Ka-
mila Skolimowska Memorial first took place in the region in 
2018. The event had its promising brand and we had our beati-
ful, freshly modernised home, the National Athletics Stadium, 
able to host it. You, dear fans, are what makes it complete. It is 
thanks to your interest in athletics, as evidenced by the great 
crowds at previous editions of the meeting, that we became 
known as a credible partner in the athletics world. In prior 
years, we organised numerous international events, which 
were a success in terms of both organisation and quality of 
performance, and were highly appreciated by World Athletics 
and European Athletics. The Silesian Stadium became home 
not just to Polish athletics, of which you, dear fans, are an 
important part. I have to admit I have a dream connected to 
the historic first Diamond League event in Silesia: it is for the 
Witches’ Cauldron to be full to the brim with spectators. Let 
the slogan „All come to the Silesian Stadium” have more pow-
er than ever. See you on 6 August in the Silesian Stadium.

Jakub Chełstowski
Marshal of the Silesian Voivodeship
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World Athletics
President’s message

A global championship year always brings extra excitement 
and after an action-packed World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22, the Wanda Diamond League series resumes.

Just as it was in the 2021 Olympic year, the Diamond League is 
a key part of the journey for so many athletes and fans. It was 
heartening last year to see passionate crowds return to witness 
some brilliant battles and moments of standout success.

A total of 893 athletes from 88 countries competed in the 2021 
Diamond League season, with one world record, nine Diamond 
League records and 13 area records set. Top of them all was 
Karsten Warholm, who took down the longest-standing men’s 
track record – Kevin Young’s 400m hurdles mark of 46.78 set in 
1992 – when winning on home soil at the Oslo Bislett Games. 

The 2021 season roared into action in Gateshead and came 
to a crescendo at the two-day final at Zurich’s Weltklasse. We 
received an early glimpse of the brilliant rivalries to come, 
as Sifan Hassan and Faith Kipyegon traded victories, Elaine 
Thompson-Herah and Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce raced for 
sprint success, and Mondo Duplantis and Chris Nilsen re-
newed their pole vault rivalry.

In 2022, during the 13th annual cycle of our premier one-day 
meeting series, the Kamila Skolimowska Memorial joins the 
calendar for the first time and Silesia hosts the ninth of 13 
meetings, the final taking place in Zurich on 7-8 September. 

Last year’s Kamila Skolimowska Memorial saw Fraser-Pryce 
run a Polish all-comers’ 100m record of 10.81, while home 
javelin star Maria Andrejczyk threw a meeting record of 
61.77m. Pawel Fajdek also thrilled the home fans, winning the 
hammer contest with a 79.60m throw, and Gianmarco Tam-
beri, Ryan Crouser, Auriol Dongmo and Nilsen were among 
the other stars to triumph.

After some challenging times, it was wonderful to see ath-
letes return to the Diamond League stage and put on a show 
for fans in 2021. They will undoubtedly continue to shine 
throughout the rest of this season.

Sebastian Coe 
World Athletics President and chairman 

of the Board of Diamond League AG
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Diamond League 
CEO’s message

For the last 12 years, the Wanda Diamond League has brought 
the world’s biggest athletics superstars together on a global 
circuit of elite one-day meetings. Introduced in 2010 in close 
cooperation with World Athletics and meeting organisers, the 
format has long served to enhance the worldwide appeal of 
track and field. The series is now spread across Africa, Europe, 
Asia, the Middle East and the USA, and features 32 different 
Diamond Disciplines.

In 2022, athletes compete at 12 series meetings between 
May and September to earn a place at the Wanda Diamond 
League final in Zurich, where they have the chance to be 
crowned Diamond League Champion and tap into a prize 
money pool which totals USD 7 million. The format ensures 
that the world’s top stars in each discipline go head to head 
at regular intervals throughout the season.

We are delighted that Silesia is hosting the ninth leg of the 
2022 series at the Memorial Kamili Skolimowskiej on August 
6th. The first Wanda Diamond League meeting ever to be held 
in Poland will offer athletes and fans another opportunity to 
compete at the highest level and to enjoy world-class sport 
in a season still affected by the pandemic. With thousands 
of fans in the stadium and even more watching broadcasts 
in 160 countries and territories across the world, it is sure to 
be another unforgettable afternoon of athletics action in the 
sport’s most prestigious global series.

Petr Stastny
Diamond League AG CEO
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Silesia Kamila
Skolimowska Memorial 
Sports Director’s message

While writing these words, I still cannot fully grasp the occa-
sion on which I am addressing you. As an athlete, I travelled all 
around the world. The discus released from my hand landed 
in Europe, the Americans, Africa and Asia. My throws ranged 
in distance, but every competition and every trip was an op-
portunity not just to compete, but also to get to know new 
places, people and ways of organising events. After all this 
time I came to one conclusion: we, the Polish people, and 
the people connected with Silesia, have much to offer to the 
world. In some sense, as I saw while competing at the Sile-
sia Kamila Skolimowska Memorial myself, even more so than 
those I visited a long way from home. I am proud and hap-
py it is finally happening. Since the day we were granted the 
right to host the Diamond League, weeks of hard work have 
passed, but in this moment of rest - on the finishing straight 
leading to the start of the competition - I get the sense that 
we simply deserved it. 

I am the only Polish athlete so far who has had the honour of 
being handed the Diamond League prize. As a discus thrower, 
I also participated in all the editions of the Kamila Memorial to 
date. She was my friend, someone who showed me the way 
to senior sports and in a way, led me by the hand into it. I feel 
that with the meeting commemorating her joining the elite 
circuit, we can all thank her for being the person she was. It 
is true of me, her family, as well as all of you who will arrive in 
the stadium on 6 August.

All the athletes honouring Kamila’s memory will ensure the 
competition reaches a level never seen before in Poland. Take 
a deep breath and sit comfortably. A new stage in the history 
of Polish sports is beginning!

Piotr Małachowski
Sports director of the Silesia Kamila Skolimowska Memorial, 

Diamond League winner
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tively in cooperation with the government and the 
European Commission, as evidenced by the pres-
tigious European Entrepreneurial Region award. 
This came as evidence that our hard work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has been appreciated and 
it also gives us motivation to continue supporting 
entrepreneurs and improving the quality of life.

We focus on knowledge development, environ-
mental protection, and modern technology with-
out losing sight of the industrial traditions. Our 
challenge is to improve the quality of life, not just 
by creating well-paid jobs, but also by develop-
ing education, recreational facilities, and clean 
transport, as well as a range of cultural and sports 
activities. We are modernising the Silesian Park, 
wanting it to be a modern and people-friendly 
place which brings generations together. In the 
Silesian Stadium we organise sporting and musical 
events, featuring both global stars and amateurs, 
for whom performing in the legendary venue often 
is a dream come true.

We have everything it takes to make our region a 
modern and green one, using our greatest asset – 
our people, with their passion, knowledge and a 
strong work ethic passed from generation to gen-
eration. We are both proud of our heritage and 
conscious of the direction we need to take.

The Silesian voivodeship attracts guests with its 
diversity. We are lucky to live in a region full of 
contrasts, with a great richness of landscapes and 
traditions. Technology co-exists with the beauty of 
nature, the industrial heritage intertwines with the 
charms of the Beskid Mountains and the Kraków 
- Częstochowa Upland, known as the Polish Jura.

For decades we have drawn on our diversity, cul-
tural wealth and the tradition which has shaped 
generations and forms a unique quality on the 
map of the country. The Silesian voivodeship to-
day is not just old mineshafts, which have been 
transformed over the years into places teeming 
with life, but also delightful nature, unique histor-
ical monuments, and modern spaces. You need to 
see it with your own eyes by visiting the region and 
dwelling on its possibilities. What used to be the 
baggage of complicated history has now become 
our pride and identifying feature. We have turned 
our weaknesses into strengths.

Our region is dealing with the challenges of eco-
nomic trans- formation, turning away from heavy 
industry, and is developing fast, based on new 
technologies and innovation. For years we have 
ranked high on investment opportunities, giving 
the investors excellent conditions for doing busi-
ness. We utilise European Union funding effec-

Get to know Silesia
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Childhood
Kamila Skolimowska was born on November 4, 
1982, in Warsaw. She grew up in a house with great 
sports traditions. Both her immediate and further 
family actively practiced many sports. Starting 
from athletics such as discus throw, shot put and 
weightlifting, through volleyball, to rowing.

Even as a few years old, Kamila showed great phys-
ical fitness. She loved to make somersaults, back-
bends and crunches. She enjoyed cycling, riding a 
scooter and ice skating. She also showed a huge 
swimming talent. Jumping into the water was the 
greatest fun of all for her. Kamila has always had 
great support on the part of the family. Her parents 
encouraged both Kamila and her older brother 
Robert to get interested in the sport. They adhered 
to the principle that sport teaches: reliability, tol-
erance, courage, compromise and diligence, and 
that’s what they wanted to pass onto their children.

Kamila Skolimowska

Weightlifting and other sports
At the age of 9, Kama began training weightlifting 
under the supervision of trainer Krzysztof Suchoc-
ki. After two years of hard work, she could lift 60 kg 
in clean and 90 kg in a jerk. This result secured her a 
bronze medal at the Polish Seniors Championships 
in Elbląg. Unfortunately, due to restrictive regula-
tions, Kamila’s adventure with this sport came to 
an end. The Skolimowskis, therefore, started look-
ing for a different sport discipline for their daugh-
ter. In the primary school at Afrykańska street, 
there were two sports classes: one with a rowing 
profile and the other with athletics. Remembering 
the successes of her aunt Barbara Wojciechowska 
(an Olympic athlete from Montreal) Kamila decid-
ed to practice rowing. Even then, she trained two 
disciplines simultaneously: rowing and weightlift-
ing, which she found difficult to give up. Kamila did 
very well in rowing - she was breaking class and 
school records, bravely competing with boys, tak-
ing part in competitions, in short - she was suc-
cessful, but she felt that was not a sport that she 
enjoys doing. She gave it up... She played volleyball 
in the Skra Warszawa club for a few months, but 
that was not what she was looking for.



07

Hammer throw
In 1996 Kamila wandered into the Legia stadium 
with her brother. There, she saw a javelin and start-
ed playing with it. A trainer, Zbigniew Pałyszko, saw 
her – and persuaded her to come to a trial training. 
He also proposed that she try her hand at hammer 
throw – a new athletics discipline at that time. At 
her first training session, she threw 27 meters, a 
great prognosis of her talent.

The following days only confirmed it.   A time of 
demanding training and first successes began. De-
spite her young age, it took Kamila as little as two 
months to become one of the leading Polish fe-
male hammer throwers. During a competition on 
the main court of Warsaw Skra, she threw 40 me-
ters. The same day, she managed to correct this 
throw by as much as 7 meters.

The result, though officially not measured, beat 
what was then the record of Poland. But it was the 
Polish Championships of 21 June 1996 that took 
place in Piła that became a stepping stone for her 
career. With a throw of 47 meters and 66 centime-
ters, the less than 14-year-old Kamila won the gold 
medal in the senior category and set a new record 
of the country, while defeating many older friends.

It was undoubtedly the beginning of an adven-
ture that changed Kamila’s whole life. After a long 
search for the perfect discipline for her, many sac-
rifices and changes, she finally found what made 
her happy, what she felt comfortable doing... The 
next four years were spent training, going to camps 
and taking part in many competitions, mainly in ju-
nior categories.
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The Olympics – Sydney 2000
On September 29, 2000, Kamila, at less than 18, 
went down in the history of Polish athletics. Al-
ready in the first qualifying round of the Olympic 
Games in Australian Sydney, she completed the 
minimum and entered the finals. The final com-
petition began with a failed throw. In the second 
throw, she made no mistake and the hammer sailed 
to 66.33 meters, which gave her the fifth place at 
this stage of the competition. The third attempt 
was a demonstration of all that is most beautiful 
in hammer throwing: perfectly tight turns and a 
powerful release. The hammer landed on 71 me-
ters and 16 centimeters, which gave her the lead 
in the competition and a new record of Poland –  
as well as juniors’ world record. The young player 
did not give in to the stress and pressure of a big 
event. The next three competition throws were 
also very successful, but it was the third one that 

guaranteed her the Olympic gold medal. Kamila 
defeated, among others, two major athletic stars: 
the Russian Olga Kuzienkova and the German Kris-
ten Muenchow. Thus, she became simultaneously 
the first female Olympic champion in the history 
of the competition and the youngest in the histo-
ry of Polish sport. After returning to the country, 
she was awarded the Golden Cross of Merit by the 
President of the Republic of Poland.

All this transformed her life radically.  Suddenly she 
became a media person, she was invited to numer-
ous TV programs and official meetings, she also 
gave innumerable interviews. Many people asked 
for her autograph or a moment of her time. Ka-
mila was always available, patient, she posed for 
photographs and answered questions with a smile, 
which proved that despite being young, she was a 
solid and mature person.
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Thanks to the help of friends who collected ma-
terials for her, she managed to catch up and take 
the final exams with the rest of the class. She took 
Polish, mathematics and the Russian language. 
After graduating from high school, she decided to 
take up undergraduate studies at the University of 
Social and Economic Sciences. The title of her BA 
thesis was: “Electronic communication between 
BRE Bank and its clients.” After the defense, she 
continued her studies, this time at the Faculty of 
Management at the University of Warsaw.   She 
defended her master’s thesis entitled “Credit-
worthiness assessment and security methods” in 
2005. She also made plans for her doctoral stud-
ies. She even started collecting materials relat-
ed to the subject of sportsmen with disabilities, 
which was very close to her heart. Education was 
very important to her, she persistently pursued 
self-development and always wanted to expand 
her knowledge.

Police
In February 2004 Kamila decided to leave the 
Warszawianka club, where she trained, for 
Gwardia Warszawa. Since it was a police club, Ka-
mila had the opportunity to pursue a job in the 
Police department. She trained for it in Legion-
owo, and after completing the course – worked 
in the sergeant rank in the prevention department 
in Iwiczna near Piaseczno. She treated her Police 
work as a way to secure her future after finishing 
her sports career. In March 2008 she was trans-
ferred to Tomice, to the Vocational Development 
Department.

February 18, 2009
Kamila died on February 18, 2009, at a grouping 
of Polish athletes at Vila Real de Santo António in 
Portugal.

The cause of death was a pulmonary embolism. 
The funeral took place on February 26, 2009. Ka-
mila’s ashes lay in the grave at Aleja Zasłużonych, 
at the Military Cemetery in Powązki, Warsaw. The 
tombstone has the inscription:

“We leave when we are at our best”

She was posthumously awarded the Knight’s Cross 
of the Order of Polonia Restituta.

The years 2001-2008
In the following years, successes were intertwined 
with failures. In 2001, during the World Champi-
onships in Edmonton, Kamila came in fourth. She 
made a better performance a year later at the Eu-
ropean Championships in Munich where she won 
the silver medal with 72.46 meters. She also tri-
umphed at the European Athletics U23 Champion-
ships in 2003 in Bydgoszcz. At the Olympic Games 
in Athens (2004) she was fifth. Two years later, at 
the European Championships in Gothenburg, she 
won bronze. During the World Championships in 
Osaka (2007) she once again missed the podium by 
one place. At the Olympic Games in Beijing (2008) 
she failed to complete any throw. Throughout her 
career Kamila was a 12-times Polish champion – 
she won her last title in 2008 in Szczecin. She beat 
the record of Poland 17 times. She set her personal 
record – 76.83 meters on May 11, 2007, during the 
IAAF Super Grand Prix meeting in Doha, Qatar. 

Kamila’s private life
Kamila spent every free moment she could with 
her family and friends. She was the life of every 
party, which is why she was always surrounded 
by so many people. Her character made it natu-
ral:  she was always cheerful and helpful, sensitive 
to other people’s problems, she knows how to lis-
ten, and at the same time she was open-minded 
and a real getter. Her friends say that she lived for 
others... Even after many successes and the Olym-
pic gold, she never let it get into her head, she re-
mained herself until the end. She loved chocolate 
and cookie ice cream. Her passion was traveling, 
but she felt best at home. She collected elephant 
figurines, with trunks raised, she believed that they 
brought her luck. She liked cars and fast driving, 
she even took a course in driving in difficult con-
ditions. From 2006, she found a new passion for 
deep-sea diving to the extent that she completed 
a diving instructor course. The motto that Kami-
la lived her entire life by was: “Believe that what is 
now difficult will be simpler someday!”

Education
When the emotions of the Olympics settled and 
the prose of everyday life returned, she resumed 
her high school education and took her final exam. 
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Commemoration
The Foundation, which was established by Kami-
la’s family and friends in December 2010, should 
be considered the best commemoration. The 
Foundation helps young, injured athletes, pro-
motes sport and in particular athletics among 
children and young people, and organizes pop-
ular events, among others: Kamila Skolimows-
ka Memorial. In August 2009, the star of Kami-
la was unveiled at the Aleja Gwiazd Sportu in 
Władysławowo. Since 2010, Kamila is the patron 
of the Secondary School Complex No. 3 in By-

tom. Also in Ełk, homage was paid to Kamila, giv-
ing her name to the athletics stadium located at 
School No. 1. In Warsaw,  the courts of the Prima-
ry School No. 312 bears her name. From May 17, 
2014, also the stadium of the Central Sports Cen-
ter in Spała is named after Kamila Skolimows-
ka. In September 2015, the Foundation together 
with the Polish Olympic Committee organized a 
weekly exhibition entitled “Kamila Skolimows-
ka - a medal-worthy girl”, celebrating the 15th 
anniversary of Kamila winning the Olympic gold 
medal in Sydney.



11

The third Memorial in 2012 brought new varia-
tions – it was the debuting year of the Kamila Sko-
limowska’s Little Memorial, where children and 
youth competed in seven athletics competitions. 
The meeting itself also achieved a higher level 
in terms of competition quality - seven Olympic 
medalists from London took part.

The fourth edition of the competition, for the last 
time at the stadium of the Warsaw’s “Orzeł” Sta-
dium, was held under the slogan “There is One 
Sport”. The event was of an integrative nature, 
and one of the strategic partners of the meeting 
was the State Fund for Rehabilitation of the Dis-
abled. In most disciplines, athletes with disabilities 
competed alongside athletes without disabilities. 
The integration of sportsmen with disabilities and 
non-disabled was also a tribute to the memory of 
Kamila Skolimowska, who was very keen on hon-
oring disabled athletes.

In 2014, Kamila Skolimowska Memorial took place 
at the PGE Narodowy Stadium in Warsaw, and the 
biggest star of the competition was the legendary 
Usain Bolt, who then established the indoor world 
record for 100 m (9.98 s). The performance of the 
fastest man in the world attracted throngs of fans, 
but Paweł Fajdek turned out to be a black horse 
of the event, and outshone the grandmaster and 
showman from Jamaica with a phenomenal ham-
mer throw series.

Kamila Skolimowska Memorial (Memoriał Kamili 
Skolimowskiej) is an international athletic meeting 
organized regularly since 2009 by the Kamila Sko-
limowska Foundation. On May 2, 2009 a “Com-
memorative Meeting for Kamila” took place at the 
Warsaw Skra stadium. The idea was to pay homage 
to the prematurely deceased hammer throw Syd-
ney Olympic champion. At that time, only women 
and men’s hammer throw competitions were held, 
and the event officially initiated the activities of the 
Kamila Skolimowska Warsaw Hammer-throw Cen-
ter. The event was supposed to be a one-off under-
taking, however, after a year of break the Founda-
tion’s management decided to organize the next 
edition of the competition in a changed formula 
- sportsmen and women competed in other ath-
letics competitions apart from the hammer throw. 
Kamila Skolimowska Foundation’s ambassadors 
and participants of the Memhorial from its first edi-
tion are Kamila’s friends, great stars of world ath-
letics - Tomasz Majewski and Piotr Małachowski.

The second edition of the Memorial took place on 
September 20, 2011, at Warsaw’s Orzeł stadium. 
Great atmosphere, a fantastic competition and the 
possibility of watching such sports legends as Mer-
lene Ottey, Krisztián Pars, Gerd Kanter, Christian 
Cantwell and Oscar Pistorius in the flesh made the 
meeting a great success. Since then, the Memorial 
is organized every year, usually at the end of the 
athletic season.

History of Kamila 
Skolimowska Memorial
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chance for hundreds of young adepts to train un-
der the supervision of the biggest athletic champi-
ons and their idols at the same time.

Modernization of the Silesian Stadium, perfectly 
equipped and adapted to hold athletics competi-
tions of the highest rank, allowed for the transfer 
of this year’s, ninth edition of Kamila Skolimows-
ka Memorial to the legendary Chorzów “Witches 
Cauldron” Stadium.

 Current information on Kamila Skolimowska Me-
morial: memorialkamili.pl

 

Three subsequent editions of the Memorial in 
2015-2017 also took place at the largest Polish 
stadium and every year millions of viewers in front 
of TV sets and tens of thousands in the stands of 
PGE Narodowy admired the struggles of top world 
athletes and applauded numerous records of Po-
land, Europe and the world being beat, including 
the wonderful 2016 hammer throw to 82.98 m by 
Anita Włodarczyk.

There is a special event prepared in addition to the 
leading athletes’ competition during Kamila Skoli-
mowska Memorial. “Training with Champions” is a 

MEMORIAL OF KAMILA SKOLIMOWSKA - AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS

2011, 2012 and 2015

2013

2015

2016, 2017

2022

the best sports event in Warsaw

the best athletics meeting held in Poland

event held as part of the European Week of Sport

nomination for the title of the Event of the Year in the plebiscite of Przegląd  
Sportowy (the oldest polish sports newspaper)

Silesia Kamila Skolimowska Memorial in Diamond League
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We all dream of the hammer throw be-
ing on equal terms with the other Dia-
mond League events. I am proud of my 
country for helping me strive toward 
that goal - said Paweł Fajdek, a star of 
the Silesia Kamila Skolimowska Me-
morial, five-time world champion. 

– In Eugene, you said the only thing you cared 
about this summer were the World Champion-
ships. Are you feeling more relaxed now that you 
achieved your goal? 

– Yes, some time has passed since my coming back 
from the US. After returning home I had a chance 
to relax, even though I had a few obligatory ap-
pointments, visited a few media offices and gave 
a few interviews. I consider this a reward for my 
hard work, but it is time to get my feet back on the 
ground. Now, on the eve of the historic Diamond 
League meeting in Poland, I have to reconsider 

Paweł Fajdek 
– Hammer throw in 
the spotlight

Here, in Silesia, 
the hammer throw is 
appreciated
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what I said about my priorities. On 6 August in the 
Silesian Stadium there will be another competition 
I care about as well. 

– It was at the Kamila Skolimowska Memorial that 
you set one of your national records. And now? It 
is a Diamond League event. 

– When I found out about it, I nearly fell off the 
chair. For our country, for Silesia and for our ath-
letics the news meant a new era in history. I hope I 
am not the only one to feel this way. All our lives we 
travel around the world for top-level competitions 
and now we are having one in our country. The Me-
morial deserved it. It is a great event, in a beautiful 
stadium that is lucky for me. I love winning here. My 
record was set in Warsaw, but after the competition 
was moved to Silesia, the event reached another 
level, in every sense. When you enter the Witches’ 
Cauldron, you get goosebumps. It is just unbecom-
ing of an athlete to perform badly here.

– Now that the Kamila Memorial has turned dia-
mond, is your performance on Saturday going to 
be equally valuable? 

– You can never promise such things, that would 
be unreasonable. It is better to let my throws do the 
talking. But I know how much work I put into my 
preparations for this summer, how much of myself 
I left in the gym and the throwing circle in training. 
With my coach Szymon Ziółkowski, we both realize 
I have the potential to achieve extraordinary results. 
Whether that actually happens is another question. 
It is not just about willpower and desire. A hundred 
different factors need to be in place, starting with 
the weather. What I can promise is another excit-
ing duel between me and Wojciech Nowicki. It is a 
beautiful thing for Polish hammer throwers to be 
the world’s number one and number two.

– But you are not usually welcome at the Diamond 
League. This summer, it will be the third time you 

appear on this circuit, which is already an excep-
tional situation. 

– It makes me all the happier that our country 
makes it possible for us to present ourselves to a 
wider audience. I know the officials can hear our 
voices. Maybe one day they will not only hear them, 
but also listen. 

– Are you feeling unappreciated? 

– It is hard to feel otherwise, without having regu-
lar access to the elite meets. Here at the Memori-
al dedicated to Kamila Skolimowska, however, the 
hammer throw gets special treatment. Seriously. 
The fact we can earn prize money on par with the 
events being a regular part of the circuit is some-
thing special. But we also treat this as an element 
of remembrance of Kamila. She was a hammer 
thrower as well. An exceptional one, just like the 
event organised in her memory. 

– What are you expecting from the Diamond 
League in Silesia? 

– I would rather say what I’m dreaming about. 

– Please do.

– My dream is to show the global athletics author-
ities that we put on the best competitions here 
in Silesia. That the fans filling the stadium to the 
brim make so much noise that the volume needs 
to be reduced for the TV coverage. That those who 
watch the competition in faraway corners of the 
globe conclude the Kamila Skolimowska Memorial 
is an event they would like to take part in as specta-
tors and will visit Poland for that reason. We are the 
elite, let’s not be afraid to talk about it. The times 
when Poland needed to catch up to the world are 
long gone. Now we can set an example for oth-
ers. That is why, if I may, I ask you all to follow the 
event’s advertising slogan “All come to the Silesian 
Stadium!” Let us be there together. It is worth it. 
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400m women B

Triple jump men final

Start international signal

400m hurdles men

High jump women

800m women

Javelin throw women final

Long jump men

100m men

3000m women

Javelin throw men

400m women

400m men

800m men

Long jump men final

200m women

1500m women

Javelin throw men final

100m women

13:15

13:30

13:35

13:40

13:45

13:49

13:58

14:06

14:21

14:26

14:34

14:43

14:50

14:55

15:00

15:10

15:23

15:33

15:37

Opening Ceremony 

Pole vault men

Hammer throw men & women

60m mixed Special Olympics

Shot put men

800m wheelchair

200m women Para

1500m handbike men

100m hurdles women heat 1

Shot put men final

100m hurdles women heat 2

100m men Para

Triple jump men

Shot put women

100m boys

100m girls

Javelin throw women

100m hurdles women final

Shot put women final

15:45

15:48

16:00

16:04

16:09

16:13

16:17

16:25

16:28

16:37

16:52

16:56

17:06

17:16

17:20

17:28

17:38

17:45

17:52

Timetable
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100 m - Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 10,81
(5th September 2021, Chorzów)

400 m - Caster Semenya 50,06
(22nd August 2018, Chorzów)

1500 m - Laura Muir 3:58,24
(6th September 2020, Chorzów)

100 m Hurdles - Tobi Amusan 12,64
(5th September 2021, Chorzów)

High Jump - Maria Lasitskene 1,97
(23rd August 2014, Warszawa)

Shot Put - Auriol Dongmo 19,32
(5th September 2021, Chorzów)

Hammer Throw - Anita Włodarczyk 82,98
(28th August 2016, Warszawa)

Javelin Throw - Maria Andrejczyk 65,70
(6th September 2020, Chorzów)

100 m - Ronnie Baker 9,87
(22nd August 2018, Chorzów)

400 m - Steven Gardiner 44,14
(14th September 2019, Chorzów)

800 m - Wycliffe Kinyamal 1:44,63
(5th September 2021, Chorzów)

400 m hurdles - Alison dos Santos 48,50
(5th September 2021, Chorzów)

Pole Vault - Renaud Lavillenie 5,91
(15th August 2017, Warszawa)

Long Jump - Adrian Strzałkowski 7,83
(23rd August 2014, Warszawa)

Shot Put - Ryan Crouser 22,70
(6th September 2020, Chorzów)

Javelin Throw - Johannes Vetter 97,76
(6th September 2020, Chorzów)

Hammer Throw - Paweł Fajdek 83,48
(23rd August 2014, Warszawa)

Meeting Records

WOMEN MEN
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Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis 
Pole vault 
A phenomenon, full stop. World record holder in-
doors and out. Olympic champion, world champi-
on, European champion. He has won every major 
title. The six-metre mark is a piece of cake for him. 
He rarely fails to clear the bar set at that height. It 
has to be noted this is a height most of the vault-
ers dream about. Mondo has kept his promise. He 
stated that he would become the world record 
holder at the age of 4! He is 22 now and his records 
stand at 6.20 indoors and 6.21 outdoors. Nobody 
has ever vaulted higher! 

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
100m 
Standing just 152cm tall, but rocket-fast. It has 
been this way for years! She is an eight-time Olym-
pic medalist and ten-time world champion. At the 
recent World Championships in Eugene, she won 
three medals - gold in the 100m and silvers in the 
200 and 4x100m. Her 100m PB stands at 10.60. It 
makes her number three on the world all-time list. 
It is clear the Jamaican is fast. The only question is 
the colour od her hair when she is in the starting 
line. She loves wigs and is not afraid to use them.

Ones to watch 
during Wanda DL
Chorzów/Silesia
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Shaunae Miller-Uibo 
200m 
Many claim she is the future 400m world record 
holder. It is one of her goals. She cannot complain 
about her current status, either - the Bahamian is 
a two-time Olympic champion, as well as world 
champion, and her 400m PB of 48.36 makes her 
the sixth-fastest woman ever. Her husband is the 
Estonian decathlete, Marcel Uibo.

Shericka Jackson 
200m 
During the World Championships in Eugene, a poll 
was conducted, asking which woman would take 
the 200m title. The Jamaican respondents over-
whelmingly voted for her, even pointing her out 
as the new world record holder. They were not 
far off. The Jamaican took gold comfortably and 
came close to the record mark, finishing just 0.11 
off it. Her time of 21.45 is the second-fastest of all 
time. Interestingly, she is equally strong at 100m 
and 400m - she has taken Olympic and World 
Championships medals in both events.
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Jasmine Camacho-Quinn 
100m hurdles 
Her mother was a long jumper and sprinter, while 
her father was a hurdler. Her love for athletics is 
thus genetic. She is now making her home country 
famous. Although born in the United States, she is 
representing Puerto Rico. She is the first Olympic 
gold medalist in athletics for her country. Jasmine 
Camacho-Quinn is the Olympic champion and 
World Championships bronze medalist. Just four 
women have ever run the 100m hurdles faster than 
she. Her brother Robert Quinn broke with the fam-
ily tradition and is playing American football for the 
NFL team Chicago Bears.


